Lessons for HIV from Tuskegee.
We are fortunate to live in an era in which research allows significant progress in the therapy of the major diseases that affect us. However, evaluating their efficacy and safety is expensive, laborious and involves the study of human subjects in an appropriate manner. The principles of such trials have a heterogeneous basis encompassing the principles of utilitarianism, distributive justice, the protection of individual rights and the investigators' commitment to patients. The Tuskegee study of untreated syphilis is the longest non-therapeutic experiment on human beings in medical history. It continues to cast its shadow on the relationship between black Americans and the broader biomedical community. Parallels and the relationship with the HIV pandemic are discussed.